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Opinion Writing Instructional Sequence
Writing Prompt:

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration, more often known as NASA, recently ended the space shuttle program. The space shuttles took people up into space for a variety of reasons. 
Write a brief opinion piece about the space shuttle program. Do you think it was wise to end the program, or should the space shuttle program be reinstated?
Scoring Guide:

The Scoring Guide for your work is on the following page. 

3rd Grade Opinion Pieces Scoring Guide
Proficient

Structure

· Writes to the prompt (topic and information address the prompt)

· Clearly identifies a topic or book in an introduction
· Clearly states an opinion about the topic or book

· Includes at least 3 reasons to support the opinion
· Includes at least 1 detail or example to support each reason
· Includes a concluding section (or statement)
· Response may be multiple paragraphs (if appropriate)
Descriptive Language

· At least 5 adjectives

· At least 1 appositive
· At least 2 linking words or phrases are used to connect opinion and reasons (because, therefore, since, for example)

Sentences

· At least 2 complex sentences

· No more than two sentences start with  the same word

· Topic sentence establishes purpose

· Closing sentence restates topic and purpose

· Each paragraph has a topic sentence
· Key words from prompt are in the writing

Mechanics, Spelling, Production

· All sentences are punctuated

· Each compound sentence and/or complex sentence has an appropriate comma

· All necessary capital letters are in place

· All paragraphs are indented (if applicable)

· All grade-level appropriate words are spelled correctly

· Product is legible

· Illustrations are included if helpful
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                                topic:   NASA’s space shuttle program             
	reinstate

	need to continue to research
	other countries still have programs
	spending the money anyway

	· r1
· r2
· r3
Use facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples as your supporting details.

	· medical
· space
· supporting detail

	· they continue to advance
· supporting detail

· supporting detail


	· U.S. paid $71 million to Russia for a ride to space
· supporting detail

· supporting detail
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                  3rd grade opinion                      

The Space Shuttle Program
After nearly 40 years, the National Aeronautic and Space Administration, NASA, ended the space shuttle program. The space shuttles took people to space for many different reasons.   The program was valuable to the United States, and it should be reinstated. The United States needs to continue researching so that it doesn’t get behind other countries that still have the program. Also, ending the program saved some money, but the United States is still spending money to be in space. 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

The United States should reinstate the space shuttle program because it was a valuable part of keeping the United States moving forward and continuing to advance as a nation.
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Opinion- a subjective belief based on emotions or interpretation of facts, not right or wrong











