6th Grade Argument Writing Scoring Guide
Proficient

Structure

· Writes to the prompt (topic and information address the prompt)

· Clearly identifies a claim or claims
· Includes at least 3 reasons to support the claim/s
· Includes at least 3 details or examples (evidence) to support each reason
· Uses at least 2 credible/authoritative sources for information
· Includes a concluding section (or statement)
· Response is multiple paragraphs 
Descriptive Language

· At least 6 adjectives

· At least 2 appositives

· At least 3 linking words, phrases, or clauses are used (consequently, specifically)

Sentences
· At least 5 complex sentences
· At least 1 compound-complex sentence
· No more than two sentences start with the same word

· Topic sentence establishes purpose

· Each paragraph has a topic sentence
· Includes at least 2 quotes from text

· Key words from prompt are in the writing

Mechanics, Spelling, Production
· Maintains a formal style (in presentation and language)

· All sentences are punctuated

· Each compound sentence and/or complex sentence has an appropriate comma

· All necessary capital letters are in place

· All paragraphs are indented 
· All grade-level appropriate words are spelled correctly

· Product is legible
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