4th Grade Narrative Writing Scoring Guide

Proficient
Structure 

· Writes to the prompt (main idea in the middle answers the prompt)

· Main idea in each (b, m, e)
· At least 3 related details in each category (paragraph)
· Establishes setting (time and place)
· Response is 3 paragraphs
Descriptive Language 

· At least 2 appositives
· At least 6 adjectives 
· At least 3 adverbs (no more than one using –ly)
· At least 3 prepositional phrases
· At least 2 sensory details in each paragraph
· At least 2 similes (one “like” and one “as”)
· At least 4 transitional words or phrases

· Use at least 4 details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings (one use of dialogue
Sentences 
· No more than 2 sentences per paragraph start with “I”
· At least 2 different types of sentences are used

· At least 4 transitional words/phrases
· At least 1 compound sentence

· At least 1 complex sentence

· At least one use of dialogue
· Closing sentence connects to the prompt, the  beginning, or the next experience
· Key word from prompt (or synonym) is in the writing
Mechanics, Spelling, Production
· All sentences are punctuated

· Each compound sentence and/or complex sentence has an appropriate comma

· All necessary capital letters and commas are in place

· All paragraphs are indented 
· All grade-level appropriate words are spelled correctly

· Product is legible
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