1st Grade Explanatory/Informative Text Scoring Guide
Proficient

Structure

· Writes to the prompt (topic and sub-topics address the prompt)

· Clearly identifies a topic
· Includes at least 8 facts or details
· Uses at least 2 authoritative sources (provided by your teacher/with teacher help)

· Is at least 8 sentences
· Response may be multiple paragraphs (if appropriate)
Descriptive Language
· At least 2 adjectives

Sentences

· No more than 3 sentences start with the same word
· Topic sentence establishes purpose

· Includes a sense of closure or a concluding sentence
· Key words from prompt are in the writing

Mechanics, Spelling, Production

· All sentences are punctuated

· Each compound sentence has an appropriate comma

· All necessary capital letters are in place

· All paragraphs are indented (if applicable)

· All grade-level appropriate words are spelled correctly

· All untaught words are spelled phonetically 

· Product is legible
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